
Optimising the Blood Culture Pathway
Questionnaire  Participant Information Sheet (PIS)
You are being invited to take part in an online questionnaire to improve the blood culture pathway within Gloucestershire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (GHNHSFT). Before you decide whether to take part, it is important for you to understand why the research is being conducted and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully before deciding whether to take part and discuss it with others if you wish. Please email Amy Read (amy.read3@nhs.net) if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Thank you for taking the time to read this. 
About the research
What is the purpose of the research? 
The overarching aim of the study is to identify facilitators and barriers to optimal blood culture collection, so that interventions can be designed to improve performance. It is hoped this will have a positive impact on patient care.
You have been invited to take part as a Healthcare Professional who collects blood cultures. Your experiences are important to develop interventions to improve the blood culture pathway within the Trust. 
Am I suitable to take part? 
All staff grades involved in the collection of blood cultures can be included in the study.
Will the outcomes of the research be published? 
The findings of this study will be written up as part of my doctoral thesis. Any data, including direct quotes, collected from focus groups may be included in anonymous form in publications/conference presentations.
Who has reviewed the research project?
Gloucestershire R&I Project Review Group and has received HRA/HCRW Approval.
Who will conduct the research? 
Amy Read who is a member of the Microbiology Department. This study forms part of a doctorate research project at the University of Manchester. 

What would my involvement be?
What would I be asked to do if I took part? 
You would be asked to complete an anonymous online questionnaire hosted on Teams forms.
The questionnaire will take approximately 10 mins to complete and asks questions about the collection of blood cultures within Gloucestershire Hospitals NHS Trust. 
Please note, the questionnaire will not collect your IP address.
Will I be compensated for taking part?
No compensation will be offered for taking part. 
How do I consent to take part? 
Consent will be implied by the return of a completed questionnaire. 
What happens if I do not want to take part ?
If you decide not to take part, you do not need to do anything further.
Data Protection and Confidentiality
How will we use information about you? 
We will need to use information from you. 
This information will include:
· Online responses
The online questionnaire will be completed anonymous and will not collect your IP address.
International Transfers
· Your data will not be shared outside the UK.
How will we use information about you after the study ends?
· Once we have finished the study, we will keep some of the data so we can check the results. We will write our reports in a way that no-one can work out that you took part in the study.

· We will keep your study data for a maximum of five of years. The study data will then be fully anonymised and securely archived or destroyed.
What are your choices about how your information is used?
· You can stop being part of the study at any time, without giving a reason, but we will keep information about you that we already have
· You have the right to ask us to access, remove, change or delete data we hold about you for the purposes of the study. You can also object to our processing of your data. We might not always be able to do this if it means we cannot use your data to do the research. If so, we will tell you why we cannot do this.
Where can you find out more about how your information is used?
You can find out more about how we use your information:
You can find out more about how we use your information:
· By sending an email to amy.read3@nhs.net
· By accessing the Patient data and research leaflet - Health Research Authority
· By sending an email to Gloucestershire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust Data Protection Officer ghn-tr.dataprotection.officer@nhs.net


Benefits and risks of taking part in this research
While there are no direct benefits to you of taking part in this study, the data gained will be used to identify facilitators and barriers to optimal blood culture collection, so that interventions can be designed to improve performance. It is hoped this will have a positive impact on patient care.
Potential disclosures
As questionnaire responses are made anonymously, there is be no risk to individuals taking part in the questionnaire. 
What if I have a complaint?
If you have a complaint that you wish to direct to the supervisory team, please contact: 
DR C KOMIDIS chris.kosmidis@manchester.ac.uk
DR J LEWIS       jonathan.a.lewis@nhs.net
If you wish to make a formal complaint to someone independent of the research team or if you are not satisfied with the response you have gained from the researchers in the first instance, then please contact.
PALS and complaints team: https://www.gloshospitals.nhs.uk/your-visit/patient-information-leaflets/how-to-raise-an-informal-concern-or-share-a-compliment-with-our-patient-advice-and-liaison-service-pals/ 
You also have a right to complain to the Information Commissioner’s Office about complaints relating to your personal identifiable information Tel 0303 123 1113  
Contact Details
If you have any queries about the study or if you are interested in taking part, then please contact the researcher(s) AMY READ          
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