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Guidelines 34: Publication of Case 
Reports  
 

A Case Report/Study is an in-depth analysis that describes individual patients or 

groups of patients with conditions, or treatment responses, that are considered 

interesting or unusual. 

 

A case report does not require any form of Trust or Ethical approval provided that:  
 

• The report relates to an individual patient  

• The report is fully and carefully anonymised 

• The patient, or patient representative’s, written informed consent to publication has 

been obtained 

 

Individual journals/publications may have their own requirements for publication of 

case reports, including their own consent forms.  Authors are advised to check these 

requirements at an early stage.  The Trust Research, Innovation and Genomics (RIG) 

department can provide a review and approval, if this is required by the journal.   

 

Authors are advised to contact the Library & Knowledge Services team to ensure that 

their publication will be included in the Gloucestershire Evidence & Research 

repository. 

 

 

Consent 
 

If the journal’s specific consent form (if applicable) has not been used, a journal may 

request a blank copy of the form used to be submitted to them to verify that it meets 

their best practice recommendations.   
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Completed consent forms must not be submitted to the journal.   Completed consent 

forms should be filed within the patient’s medical records, with a copy provided to the 

patient/patient representative. 

 

An example consent form can be found in appendix 1, for use if required.  
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Appendix 1: Template Consent form for Case Report Publication 
 
Document template can be found here: Consent form v1, or contact RIG (ghn-
tr.researchandinnovation@nhs.net) for a copy. 
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