
 

Is the patient considered 
seriously ill,   

not expected to recover  
and too unwell to leave hospital? 

YES 
Marriage or Civil Partnership may be 

possible as long as the patient is 
conscious,  

able to understand what's happening  
and  can give consent to the ceremony. 

If the couple plan to proceed,  a Doctor's 
Consent Letter will be required 

(Appendix 1) 
 

Does the patient want  
a CIVIL ceremony 
(wedding or civil 

partnership)  
or a RELIGIOUS one? 

CIVIL 
A civil ceremony (including for same sex 

partnerships) can take place   
(overnight and at weekends if necessary)  

under the provision of  
the Registrar General's Licence  

 
Ask the patient or well partner to 
 contact the local Registry Office  

Working Hours: 0900-1700 (but with an out of 
hours number provided on calling)  

Cheltenham & Gloucester 01452  425060  
(or the National Helpdesk 01514 714237) 

 

RELIGIOUS 
The provision of a religious ceremony 

depends upon the denomination of the 
couple , eg Anglican (Church of England or  

Church in Wales) , Roman Catholic, or other 
churches (Methodist, Baptist, etc) - see 
below or check with the  relevant Duty 

Chaplain. Apart from te Church of Scotland 
there is no provision for same sex marriage 

 

For other 
Churches (ie 
non-Anglican 
and non-RC)  
proceed as 
for a civil 
ceremony 

with  a 
Registrar 
General's 

Licence but 
with the 
couple's 
choice of 
religious 

minister to 
conduct the 

service 

For Anglican, 
contact the 

Duty Chaplain  
who will 

explore the 
provision of 

an 
Archbishop's 

Special 
Licence with 

the  
Faculty Office 

020 7222  
5381 

For Roman 
Catholic, 

contact the  
RC Duty 

Chaplain who 
will advise 

(Canon 1079 
§1) 

NO 
Marriage or Civil Partnership is not 

permissible in hospital as the 
patient is deemed able to get to a 

licensed venue in the timescale of a 
regular licence. For ceremonies at 

home see overleaf 

Guidance for staff 
dealing with in-
patient enquiries 
about an Emergency 
Marriage or Civil 
Partnership in 
Hospital or Hospice 

In all cases the couple will need to provide  
the following documents: 

 Proof of identity, age and nationality of both parties 
 Proof of address of both parties 
 If either has been married before, decree 

absolute/final order or death certificates  
 Doctor’s consent letter   (NB capacity will also need 

to established as intact on day of ceremony) 

 


